Loves Labours lo$* 


No woman may approach hi* filcnt Court : 

Therefore to’sfccmeth it anccdfuHcourle, 

Before we enter his forbidden gates. 

To know his pleafure, and in that behalte 
Bold of your worthiaclle, we {ingle you, 

Asour beft mouingfairefoiicirer ; * 

Tell him, the daughter of the King of France, 

On ferious bufineile crauing quick* difpatch. 

Importunes perfonallconference with bis grace. 

Hafte, fignifie fomuch while we attend, 
like humble vifag’d Alters his high will. 

Boy, Proud olimploy meat, willingly I goe. Exit. 

with this vertuous Duke ? 


Lor m 

Princ, Know you the man? . 

i L*dj. I know him Madame at amarrsageteair,, 
Betwcenc \+P erigort and the beauteous heirc 
Iaquts Fauconbridge folcmnizcd. 

In T^ormandie faw I this Longauitl , - 

A man of foueraigne parts he is efteetn'ds 
Well fitted in Arts.gloriousin Armes : 

Nothing becomes him ill that he would well. 

The onely foile of his faire vertues glofle. 

If vertues glotfc willftaine with any foyle. 

Is a fisarpe wit ma ch’d with too blunt a Wills 
Whofc edgehath power to cut wbofe will ftill W*”^ 

It lhould none fpare that come within his power, 

Prin. Some merry mocking Lord belike, iftfo • 

Lad. i . They fay fo moll, that rooft bis humors know. 
Prin . Such (hort liu’d witsdoe wither as they grow. 


Who are the reft * 

2 . Lad. The yong Duttfaine, a well accomplifht youth, 

Of all that Vertue lone, for Vertue louerf, 

Moft power to doc moft harms, lcaft knowing ill : 

For he hath wit to make anill (hape good, 

And (hape to win grace though fhe had no vviti 

1 faw ban at the Duke AUnfiet once, 

- -- - And 


Loves Labours loft. 

And much too litlcof that good I faw, 

Ismyreportto his great worthineffe. 

Rojfa. Another of the Stud ents at that time,. 

Was therewith him as I hauc heard a truth. 

Berowne they call hi, m, but a merrier man, 

Within theLimit of becornming mirth, 

I ncucr fpent an houres talke wichall. 

His eye begets occafion for his wit. 

For euery obieft that the one doth catch, 

The other turncs to a mirth-mouingieft. 

Which his faire tongue (conceits expofitor) 

D diners in fuch apt and gracious words. 

That aged eares play treuant at his tales. 

And yonger hearings are quite rauilhed. 

So fweet and voluble is his difeourfe. 

Prin. God bleffe my Ladies, are they all in louc f 
That euery one her ownc hath garnifhed , 

With fuch bedecking ornaments of praife. 

Ma. Hccrecoraes Boyet. 

£nter Boyet . 

Prin. Now, what admittance Lord ? 

Boyet. N attar had notice of your faire approach; 

And he and his competitors in oath, 

W i. re all addrell to meete you gentle Lady 
Before I came :marry chusmuch 1 haue learnt. 

He rather meanestolodgeyouia the field. 

Like one that comes heeteto befiege his Court, 

Then feeke a difpenfation for his oath : 

To letyou enter his vnpeoplcdhoufe. 

Enter Nattar, Longauill ; Dttmaine, and Berowne. 

Heere comes L^jtndr. 

Natt. Faire PrincelTe, weicom to the Court of Nauar. 

Prin. Faire I giue you backe againe, and welcome I haue not 
yet: theroofe of this Courtis toohigh to be yours, and welcome 
to the wide fields, too bafe to be mine. 

Nan. You shall be welcome Madam to ray Court. 

Prin . I will be welcome then, Condudl me thither. 

c - Wjw. 




1631 THE BODLEIAN LIBRARY (Arch. G d.40[l]) OctaVO 


ir Ara ■Arepirpjaj'sjgi 



